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To measure the interpersonal perceptions of 121 
student teachers and their college supervisors and cooperating 
teachers, seven forms of a self- perception inventory of 72 traits 
expressed as dichotomous pairs of a continuum were administered to 
all three groups after the students had completed their educational 
internship. The index scores were submitted to a^-t test for 
correlated groups. Results indicated significantly higher 
self-concepts for the student teachers than the ratings which both 
groups of teachers gave then. The cooperating teachers and college 
supervisors anticipated this result vith their ratings of how they 
thought the students would look at themselves. However, the students 
were less perceptive. They thought their cooperating teachers and 
supervisors would rate them higher as prospective teachers than they 
actually did. (Author/JS) 
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Interpersonal Perceptions of 
Student Teachers 



Object Ives 

This research study was undertaken for the following purposes: 

(1) To assess how student teachers look at themselves as pro- 
spective teachers. 

(2) To assess how student teachers think their college super- 
visors and co-operating teachers view them as future teachers* 

(3) To assess how the college supervisors and co-opevating teachers 
actually see the students as teachers and how they think the 
students view themselves as teachers* 



Methods 

[seven forms of a self-perception inventory of 72 traits expressed as 

die bo tom on 8 pairs of a continuum-- used in previous research — were admln- 

a.*. J s V i- ' - T N 

istered tej idte st&denfce after they had completed their educational internship/ 

The following dimensions were measured* 

(1) The students 1 self concept as a teacher (SCt) • 

(2) The students 1 reflect^ self in the eyes of their co-operating 
teachers (RS co )* 

(3) The students' reflected self in the eyes of their university 
supervisors (RS sup ). 

(4) The co-operating teachers 1 view of the student teachers (TP C0 )* 

(5) The college supervisors* view of the student teachers (TP SUp ) . 

(6) The co-operating teachers 1 perception of how the students look 
at themselves as teachers (RTP C0 ). 
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Interpersonal Perceptions of Student Teachers 

(7) The college supervisors* perception of how the students look 
at themselves as teachers (RTP sup ) . 

The Index scores yielded were then submitted to a t-test for correlated 
groups design* 

Data Sourc es 

There were 121 student teachers in the study, their cooperating teachers 
In the area public schools, and 14 college supervisors. 

Results 

Table 1 indicates the extent of the significance in any of the comparison 
tests. In general, the students had significantly higher perceptions of them- 
selves as teachers than either the co-operating teachets cr the supervisors had 
of them, Doth groups of teachers rated the students lover than they Lnought 
the students rated themselves. The students thought their teachers would rate 
them higher as prospective teachers than they actually did. Figure 1 concept- 
ualizes these relationships. 

Educational implications 

Students' self concepts as teachers ate closely tied to their perceptions 
of their supervisors' and cooperating teachers' views of them, Yet, the stu- 
dents looked at themselves higher than these two groups of teachers did. Inter- 
estingly enough, the teachers anticipated this result in their ratings of how 
they thought the students would look at themsleves. However, the students were 
lass perceptive. The teachers did not rate the students as high as the students 
thought they would. 
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Table 1 



Significance of Difference 
Between Student Teachers’ 
Self-Perception Scores and 
Supervisors' Ratings of Them 
as Prospective Teachers 
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Figure 1 

Relative Position 
Of Interpersonal Perceptions 
of Student Teachers 



Self concept of student teachers 
Reflected self-cooperating teachers 
Teacher ; rception-cooperating teachers 
Reflected teacher perception-cooperatiDg teachers 
Reflected self-college supervisors 
Teacher perception-college supervisors 
Reflected teacher perception-college supervisors 
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